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STOCK  SHEEP  AND  LAMBS:  NUMBER  ON  FARMS  JANUARY  1.  186  7-1941  • 
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1930 


1940 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG  32250 


eUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


The  number  or  stock  sheep  on  farms  and  ranches  on  January  I  totaled 
49.7  million  head,  nearly  i  million  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  the 
largest  number  since  1884.    Approximately  half  (492,000  head)  of  the  in- 
crease DURING  1940  was  in  Texas.    Numbers  increased  259,000  head  in  the 
remaining  Western  Sheep  States  and  212,000  head  in  the  Native  Sheep 
States  during  the  year.    Sheep  production  has  increased  greatly  in  Texas 
DURING  the  Past  20  years. 
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••     -  .TPTE    LIVESTOCK  SITUATION 

■  Si:--.-r.ary 

Total  slaughter  Eupplies  of  livestock  arc  e:>:pected  to  be  some-what 
smaller  during;  the  next  6  nonths  than  the  rear-roccrd  supplies  a  year  earlier* 
Moderately  larger  supplies  of  sheep  and  Icjiibs,  and  cattle  and  calves  are  in 
prospect,  but  market inf^-s  of  hog^s'  are  .expected  to  total  around  15  percent 
smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1940.     If  consumer  demand  condi- 
tions continue  to  improve  in  1941  as,  is  expected,  prices  of  all  livestock  and 
cash  farm  income  from  meat  animals  probably  vdll  average  higher  during  this 
period  than  a  year  earlier. 

The  early  lam.b  crop  is  somewhat  larrer  this  yepr  than  last.  T7eather 
conditions  have  been  exceptionally  favorable  for  lambing  this  year,  and  death 
losses  have  been  light.    Feed  EUl:>plies  are  ample  in  all  regions,  and  early 
lambs  are  expected  to  develop 'fapidly.    Marketings  of  early  lambs  from 
California  and  Arizona  nay  be  a  little  later  this  year  thrn  last.    The  total 
number  of  early  lair.bs  marketed  before  July  1  probably  ivill  be  a  little  larger 
than  in  194^,  .  . 

Hog  m^arketines  are  expected  to  increase  seesonally  during  the  late 
spring  as  the  market  movement  of  fall  pigs  gets  under  v. ay.     But  slaughter 
supplies  of  hogs  during  the  last  half  of  the  m.ai'keting  year  (April-September) 
are  expected  to  be  about  15  percent  smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  1940. 

Marketings  of  slaughter  cattle  will  increase  seasonally  during  the 
spring  and  summer,  and  total  slaughter  for  the  ysar  is  expected  to  be  a  little 


larger  than  in  1940,    Supplies  of  grain-fed  cattle  vdll  be  relatively  large 
this  suiraner  and  fall,  v.h  th  the  peak  in  marketings  expected  to  occur  a  little 
later  than  usual.    The  upr.'ard  trend  in  cattle  nuiabers  now  taking  place  ap- 
pears likely  to  continue  for  2  or  3  ::iore  years.    Supplies  of  cattle  and 
calves  for  slaughter  mil  increase  moderately  in  this  period.     But  once  the 
peak  in  numbers  is  reached  a  marked  increase  in  the  slaughter  of  cattle  and 
calves  vdll  occur.     If  such  an  increase  begins  at  the  end  of  2  or  3  years, 
consuror  derand  m?.y  be  v.-eaker  than  it  is  now,  and  a  substantial  decline  in 
cattle  prices  could  hardly  be  avoided* 

Slau' ]^ter  su-^plics  of  all  livestock  were  reduced  seasonally  from 
January  to  February,  partly  because  of  the  fewer  number  of  market  days  in 
February,    The  decrease  from  January  v;as  quite  large  for  cattle,  but  slaughter 
of  other  livestock  ■'..^as  reduced  by  about  the  usual  seasonal  amount.  Compared 
mth  a  year  earlier,  inspected  slaughter  in  Februan,'-  v/as  13  percent  sm.aller 
for  hogs,  6  percent  larger  for  sheep  and  lambs,  but  about  the  same  for  cattle 
and  calves • 

Prices  of  slaughter  cattle  and  hogs  have  followed  a  doi/jnward  trend 
since  mid-January,    On  the  other  hand,  lamb  prices  strengthened  considerably 
during  February  but  weaJcened  a  little  in  early  Harch,     Despite  recent  de- 
clines, prjces  of  both  cattle  and  hogs  are  still  v.rell  above  the  levels  which 
prevailed  in  early  1940,    Lamb  prices  are  only  moderately  higher  than  in  early 
March  last  year. 

The  hi;.her  level  of  livestock  prices  thus  far  in  1941  than  a  year 
earlier  is  due  partly  to  the  increase  in  incomes  of  consumers,  which  has 
strengthened  the  doraand  for  meats,  and  pat-tly  to  the  decrease  in  hog 
marketings, 

—  March  18,  1941 
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.  .  RE-YIEl'T  CF  ,.R-ECEtTT  D5VEI,0PIENTS 

.    " •  .     .     ■  HOGS 

Hog  prices  declined  during^  Fe.bruary 

Hog  prices  have  folio-red  a  dovmward  trend  for  the  past  .  8  vreeks  -  since 
the  peak  readied"  on '  Jahucry  15  ,    The  decline  has  .not  been  great,  hoi^ever,  and 
prices  are  still,  well  above  the  level  which  prevailed  last  fall.  Ordinarily 
prices  1  advance  sonewhat ; f  rom  about  mid-January  tlirough  February,  as  hog 
marketings  decreace  seasonally.    This  year,  hovjever,  there  was  a  sharp  rise 
in  late  Deceiaber  ond  early :  January o    The  average  price^  of  butcher  hogs  at 
Chicago  for  the  week  ended  March  15  vras  about  v7«65  conpared  v/ith  v8»25  in 
mid-January  and  the  early  winter  level  of  around  ^?6a20o    YJholesale  prices  of 
pork  products  and  live  hogs  are  novf  around  45  to  50  percent  higher  than  a 
year  earlier  but  lard  prices  are  only  slightly  higher  than  in  early  March 
last  year • . 

Corn  pricos  have  held  about  steady  in  recent  weeks,  and  the  hog-corn 
price  ratio  has  d^ciinod  along  vdth  the  price  of  hogs  since  mid-January •  The 
ratio  of  the  aver-'.'.-e  price  of  all  hogs  to  the  price  of  Ho.  3  Yellov;  corn  at 
Chicago  for  the  v;p  ek  ended  March  15  was  11.8,  which  is  'only  a  little  above 
the  long-tiir.e  average  of  11.6  but  is  well  above  the  unfavorable  ratio  of  8.7 
in  mid -March  last  year. 

Slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  decreased  • 
seasonally  in  February 

The  weekly  rate  of  hog  marketings  has  decreased  seasonally  during  the 
past  2  months  •    Slav;ghter  of  hogs  under  Federal  inspection  du.ring  February 
totaled  3^725,000  head,   about  13  percent  less  than  in  January  and  13  percent 
less  than  in  February  last  year.    A  part  of  the  decrease  from  the  preceding-  - 
month-  was  due  to  the  fewer  market  days  in  February  than  in  January.  Average 
weights  of  hogs  meo'keted  in  February  were  seasonally  heavier  than  in  January 
and  a  little  heavier  than  in.Februai-y  last  year. 

Exports  of  pork  continued 
small  in  January 

Exports  of  pork  during  January  amounted  to  only  2.3  million  pounds. 
This  is  not  greatly  different  from  the  small  quantities  shipped  abroad  in 
other  recenj;  months,  but  it  is  considerably  smaller  than  the  28.6  million 
pounds  expoi'ted  in  January  last  year.    Most  of  the  decrease  from  a  year 
earlier  was  in  cured  pork  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  fresh  and  frozen  pork  to 
Canada.    Imports  of  pork  dx^ring  January  amounted  to  1.0  million  pounds,  com- 
pared with  ,7  million  pounds  in  January  last  year. 

Exports  of  lard  totaling  13.7  million,  pounds  vrere  somewhat  larger  in 
January  than  in  December,  but  they  wre  only  about  half  as  large  as  in 
J,anuary  1940.     Most  of  the  lard  exports  during  January  were  to  Mexico  and 
Cuba,  although  1.6  million  pounds  also  vrere  shipped  to  Japan,  v^ich  ordina- 
rily imports  little  lard  from  the  United  States, 
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On  page  7  of  the  February  ir:sue  of  this  puhlication  was  included  a 
table  shovdng  the  to-ce.l  value  of  ret  exports  of  pork  and  lardo    These  figures 
were  partially  inaccu.rate,  and  are  corrected  in  the  table  below, 

Hor  products;    Total  valije  of  exports,  imports, 
aiid  net  exports,  lS2i-4:0  l/ 


Calendar  year 

]  Exports 

Imports 

\      Net  exports 

X  ^  vvL'  \J     LIU  -L  J  dJ.  0 

1  000  dollars 

J.  1^  A, 

244 

245,614 

192? 

253 

212,755 

J-  \y  ^  %J 

266  618 

345 

266,273 

1924- 

22  9  213 

1,258 

227,955 

k/  kJ 

72^  277 

1  059 

X  J  ^  -J  *J 

22  3  318 

_L  CJ  'j  \J 

1 cc  OA? 

-1  OA  op9 

X      ^  J      V  w 

J-  ^  -J  1 

142  163 

lOOQ 

-L  V/  1^  w 

152  ,5^4 

'■•  i77 

14  207 

19''9 

X        v>    ^  >_J 

166  849 

1930 

:  125,420 

1,701 

123,727 

1931 

:  76,444 

1,190 

75,254 

1932 

:  43,946 

.  1,038 

42,858 

19  35 

:  49,585 

638 

48,917 

1954 

47,111 

511 

46,600 

1935 

28,736 

2,165 

26,623 

19  56  ; 

27,511 

9,566 

17,945 

1937 

29,307 

17,644 

11,463 

1938 

35,648 

13,583 

22,265 

1939  2/ 

40,406 

1'  ,676 

29,730 

1940  2/ 

22,629  • 

1,202 

21,427 

1/    Exports  include  porh,  fresh  and  frozen,  hajiis  and  shoulders,  bacon,  sides, 
pickled  pork,  canned  pork,  lard  and  neutral  lard;  imports  include  fresh  pork, 
hams,  shoulders  and  bacon,  pickled  pork  and  lard, 
2/    Prel  immary. 


Storage  stocks  of  pork  and  lard  increased 
seasonally  during  February 


The    net  in-storage  movement  of  pork  during  February  amounted  to  about 
50  million  pounds  and  raised  storage  holdings  to  790  million  pounds.    The  in- 
crease in  storage  stocks  during  the  mionth  v.as  a  little  smaller  than  in 
February  last  year.    Storage  holdings  of  pork  on  I^'arch  1  v/ere  about  20  per~ 
cent  larger  then  a  year  earlier  ari-d  about  30  percent  larger  than  the  1935-39 
March  1  average. 

Storage  stocks  of  lard  also  increased  seasonally  during  February  but 
the  in-storage  movem.ent  was  much  smaller  than  for  the  corresponding  month  last 
year.    However,  because  of  the  large  stocks  of  lard  accumulated  last  season, 
storage  stocks  on  inarch  1  were  raised  to  317,5  million  pounds,  the  largest 
amount  for  any  date  on  record.    The  net  in-storage  movement  of  lard  so  far 
this  season  (ivTov ember -February)  has  amounted  to  about  94  mdllion  pounds. 
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compared  "with  about  ta'.dce  that  a:.:ouiit  in  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 
Included  in  the  ^'arch  1  storajre  holdings  of  lard  ivere  6.7  million  pounds 
OT-.med  by  the  Surplus  Karksting;  AdrinD  strat:  on.     Stocks  of  rendered  pork  fat, 
now  distinguished  from  lard,  totaled  S.4  million  pounds. 

Storage  holdings  of  pork  and  lard  on  the  first  of  the  month,  average 


1934-55 

to  193C-39 

,  1959-40, 

and  cur re 

.:t  marketing  year 





Pork 



— 



'  

Ls'.r  d 

Average 

• 

:  Average 

Rendered 

Month 

19,' 4 -35 

:  1934-35 

pork  irt 

to 

',  1959-40 

*  1940-41 

;  to 

]  1939-40 

\  1940-41 

:  194 '0-41 

:  19o8-o9 

:  1938-39 

Mi  1 «  lb  , 

Mil,  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

fiil.  lb. 

.  -  .  ■ 

1 0.1,  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

|:il,  lb. 

Oct. 

344,6 

300,2 

329  ,2 

87,6 

78.8 

235.7 

Nov. 

323.7 

272  ,7 

303,7 

69.6 

63.7 

.  223.2 

1/ 

Dec. 

378  .9 

332.3 

408  ,9 

71. S 

89.0 

252.5 

5.1 

Jan. 

!  502.0 

469.5 

650  .2 

95.6 

162.1 

287,0 

7,1 

Feb  • 

O  C  4  .  D 

b  bo « 6 

739 .9 

120.5 

202.2 

7.2 

Mar  • 

603.7 

650.7 

2/  790.4 

126.7 

256.6 

2/  517.5 

2/  8.4 

Apr. 

5S0-.1 

6o2  b7 

129.9 

268.8 

May 

561.3 

612.0 

129.1 

266. 1 

June 

515.7 

^     .  o 

129.4 

283.9 

July 

:  474.7 

590.5 

3.0C  •  3 

306.8 

Aug. 

422.6 

£4o.7 

121 ,2 

3' 3.2 

Sept .  ; 

361.9 

417.6 

101.8 

2  72.3 

1/  xTot 

distingui 

shed  from. 

lard  prior 

to  December  19^:1,0. 

2/  irl'elim.inary. 

CATTLE 


IVices  of  slaughter  cattle  declined 
"during  February  and  early  March'  ' 

Ti  'rzes  of  slaughter  cattle  i:ave  declined  steadily  since  mid-Jejiuary 
despite  a  m.oderate  reduction  in  the  vreekly  rate  of  marketings.     Prices  are 
st"'  .1  above  the  level  which  prevailed  in  early  1940,  however.     The  decline  has 
been  more  pronounced  for  the  upper  than  for  tlie  lower  grades  of  slaughter 
cattle,  and  the  price  spread  between  grades  is  no\7  only  a  little  wider  than 
it  was  a  year  ago,    Fi-ices  of  the  lovrer  grades  ordinarily  advance  relative  to 
prices  of  well-finished  cattle  in  the  spring  and  early  sumjner.    The  average 
price  of  good  grade  beef  steers  at  Chicago  for  the  vjeek  aaded  March  15  was 
C;ll,10,  comoared  ivith  $12.55  in    mid-January  and  $9.80  in  the  corresponding 
week  of  1940, 

Prices  of  veal  cal-ves  declined  somewhat  m.ore  than  the  usual  seasonal 
amount  in  early  March.    Prices  of  feeder  cattle  have  held  about  steady  in 
recent  weeks  despite  the  mai'ked  dovrnward  trend  in  prices  of  fat  cattle, 
Fi-ices  of  feeder  steers  at  Kansas  City  in  early  February  were  about  90  cents 
to  $1.00  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 
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Sla^Jghter  supply  cf  cattle  decreased 
seasanaj,!/  in  Fetr^n;y 

Marke-i" :_ngs  of  slra.^jhter  cattle  ceci-eased  sea.'Tona.lly  in  February.  The 
total  njuiiiber  of  cattle  slaughtered  under  Federal  Inspection  curing  the  raonth 
was  71';7,OOC  hoad,  19  percent  less  than  in  January  but  slightly  more  .than  in 
February  la?;:  yea.i'.    Marketings  of  grain-fed  cattle  in  Februar;-  appear  to 
have  been  slightly  larger  thcan  in  the  corT'esrx)nding  raonbh  of  194-0.  Inspected 


call  slaughte 
rionth  earZ.ie:.-  an 


totLilLng  3S4.,000  head  in  February,  also  was  saialler  than  a 
a  little  larger,  than  a  year  earlier. 


Import s  of  cattle  increased  in  January 

 Irr-po'/to  of  cattle  increased  materially  in  January,  as  has  been  the 

tendency  in  t'.ie  first  nonth  of  raost  quarters  since  the  conclusion  of  the  1939 
trade  agreement  v;it:i  Canada.    Total  Imports  for  the  month  ainounted  to  78,000 
head,  compared  xdth  40,000  head  in  December  and  70,000  head  in  January  la.-t 
year.'  Most  of  the  iricrease  over  December  v.as  in  cattle  weighing  over  700 
pounds,  exclusive  of  dairy  cattle,  to  which  quarterly  quotas  apply, under  the 
1939  trade  agreement,     jjnports  of  calves  from  Canada  and  of  feeder  cattle  and 
calves  fi-om, Mexico  also  •-ere  a  little  larger  in  January  than  in  December. 

Most  01  the -BjCCO-head  increase  in  January  ?j'iiports  over- those  of  a 
year  earlier  was  in  shipments  from  Canada.     Imports  from  Mexico  totaling 
61,000  head  were  only  a  little  larger  than  a  year  earlier.    The  increase  in 
Canadian  iinpoi-ts  was  mostly  2j\  cattle  weighing  over  700  pounas,  excluding 
dairy  cattle .  ■ 


Cat  tie.  import.  5  .from  Canada,  Mexico,  and  all  co;intries,  b;^  v' eight 
groups,  and  imports  of  beef  and  veal,  Janu.ary  1936-41 


Pe- 
riod 


Catol 


^Ca 


jnaer*  . 

700  ;  .a:-.d 
lb.  /  over 


il  1 


Mexico 


Under 
700 
lb. 


-I 

and 
over 
1/ 


:  Aa-l 
:  cattle 


All  count rie: 


Mo . 

No . 

i'O  . 

:IO. 

Jan.  : 

1936 

1,728 

8,574 

10,950 

p  Z,OQ 

2,31^-' 

J. 

1937- 

5,333 

21,536 

23, 100 

16 '443 

i.    '^'^  '7 

23,  Ul 

1938 

3,942 

3,861 

8,677 

9,913 

4,213 

14,222 

1939: 

3,665 

28,743 

33,461 

55,879 

25,711 

81,620 

1940 

'3,083 

5,745 

10,033 

45,078 

14, 910 

60,274 

1941 

.3,307 

12,118 

17,261 

49,576 

11,384 

60,973 

Dec. 

1940 

•1,045 

c    1-:  C  1 
.5  ,  1  '-"-^ 

8,361 

31,570 

142 

31,764 

Under 
700 
lb. 


Ko, 


700 
Id. 

and 
over 

1/' 


No 


All 
cattle 


ilO 


Beef  and  veal 
total  all 
countries 


:B?ef  and 

T :  ve  al 
Canneo. 
,     r. :  fresh 
beei     .  ,  T  J 
2/  :  pickled 

— '    :  and 

:  oared_ 

]r,000  1,000 

lb.  lb. 


7,642 


773 
591 
239 
314 
304 


142  31,764  32,615    5,906    40,125  4,067  2,380 


1/''  Occlusive  of  cattle  irnpo.rted  for  dairy  purpo-.^s.  _ 

2j'  Actual  weight  of  irapoi-ts,  chiefly  f.rom  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Brazil,  and  Chile, 
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Total  l'-:ipo:'i:s  of  beef  3nd  veal  amo anting  to  6.6  million  pounds  durin^^ 
January  v.ere  not  ,.Teatly  different  from  those  of  a  year  eai-lier.    Inports  of 
canned  beef,  •^-hivjfly  from  nr-entina  snd  Brazil,  v;ere  snaller  than  in  Januar;;,'' 
last  year,  but  i.ipcrbs  of  fresi.  boef  v/eie  larr^-er.    Iinpcrti:  of  fresh  beef 
frojii  Cuba,  v^hich  oruinarily  are  sr.'.all,  ai.iount'^;d  to  2.9  million  poiincs  in 
Ja.:uai'y. 

j_i.-U  -iJO 

Lamb  price  g  ^  .'eaJ'cned  inocierately 
in  earl^"  !  larch  . 

Prices  of  sheep  rnd  lai.bs  advanced,  during  February  despite  the  dovm- 
vvai'd  trend  in  pric  ~  s  of  other  livestock.     I.aj.ib  prices  v.'ealcened  a  little  in 
early  Kirch  but  r:iost  o*''  the  Febr;njiary  advance  v;as  raaint. -lined.    The  average 
price  of  ,?ooc  and  choice  ;^;rade  slau^rliter  lambs  at  Ch^icar*©  fo:'  the    eel:  ended 
March  13  v/..;.s  '■'„,10.95)  c  or  pared  \;ith  AO.  50  a  month  earlier  and  .'plO.OO  in  the 
correj-pondin;",  'vveelc  of  I'^V^.O.     Prices  of  slaughter  ewes  have,  made  somewhat 
more  than  the  usual  seasonal  i-ise  in  recent  months  and  in  mi-.-I'Iarch  v/ere 
around  60  cents  h.igher  than  a  year  earlier.    Prices  of  sheep  and  lam'is  have 
been  supported  b"  stron-;  wool  j^rices  in  recent  \;'eeks. 

Market in;:s  of  sheep  and  lambs  cecreased 
seasonally  in  February 

Mar:cetin;^s  of  sheep  and  lambs  decreased  seasonally  in  February. 
Slaughter  under  Fe('eral  inspection  during  the  month  totaled  1,391,000  head, 
about  14  percent  less  than  in  Januar^^'  but  slight].}'  more  than  in  February 
last  year.    Slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  January  and  FebiTiary  totaled 
only  a  little  larrer  than  a  ye.-.r  earlier,  despite  the  6  percent  more  sheep 
and  i.-'Xibr  on  feed  January  1  tMs  year  than  last. 

OUTLOOK  -  HOaS 

3u-i.C-Tn^0UK:-).  -  The  19.'39  pi  -  crop  v»fas  the  larr^est  in  the  16  years 
of  record.     .-,s  a  result,  hog  supplies  in  the  1939-^0  r.iariceting 
yea;;'  wei^e  ].arge  and  ho;-,  prices  d.ecMned  to  the  lov/est  level 
reached' sij'vce  1934.    The  hc'-com  price  r  tio  was  u:Tfavorable 
for  h.og  product i.oi-!  throu.ghout  1940,  rinc  this  was  reflected  in 
a  reduction  in  tlic  nun'^er  of  pigs  r''ised  cluring  the  year  and  in 
an  early  itarket  movement  of  the  193'.  spring  pi^r  c^^op.  Hog 
prices  advaiced  sharp .Ig  in  late  December  ond  e'"rly  Jaiiuaiy, 
and  t!;e  ratio  of  ho;,  prices  to  corn  prices  has  again  becom.e 
favorable  for  hog  proc'uction. 

Seasonal  inci-ease  iri  }:o  -•  market  .ings 

A  seasonal  i.ncrease  in  hog  marlretings  probably  \:ill  taJ'e  ;;lace  during 
the  next  m.onth  or  so  as  the  market  movement  of  fall  pigs  '■;ets  under  way. 
The  inc-r-ease  probabl5'  will  be  no  larger  than  that  of  last  sumiMer,  hcxvever, 
as  the  proportion  of  total  hogs  on  fanns  January  1  repre.:^ent  -d  by  fall  pigs 
and  sov;s  is  about  the  sa-ie  as  at  the  beginning  of  1940.    Because  the  number 
of  sOi.s  expected  to  f  arrov;  this  spring  is  smaller  than  in  1940,  iiiarketings 
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of  packing  sovvs  this  siuTraer  will  be  smaller.     The  number  m.-^rketed  may  be  fur- 
ther reduced  by  the  holding  back  of  a  larger  niunber  of  sows  for  fall  farrow 
this  summer  than  last. 

Marketings  of  hogs  during  the  last,  half  of  the 
mxarketing  year  smaller  than  a  year  earlier 

The  number  of  hogs  market  ad  for  slaughter  during  the  last  hall"  of  the 
1940-41  marketing  year  (April-September)  probably  will  be  around  15  percent 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier.    The  number  of  hogs  on  farms  January  1  totaled 
53  million  head,  roughly  7  million  head  (about  1,2  percent)  less  than  a  year 
earlier.     With  the  exception  of  sov:s  retained  for  breeding  purposes  in  the 
following  spring,  most  of  the  hogs  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  v.dll 
be  marketed  or  slaughtered  on  farras  during  the  foUovdng  9  months  (January- 
September).    As  farm '  slaughter  does  not  fluctuate  greatly  from  year  to  year, 
there  is  a  close  relationship  between  hog  slaughter  during  the  January- 
Septem.ber  period  and  hogs  numbers  on  Januarj'"  1.    On  the  basis  of  this  rela- 
tionship the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  during  the 
last  three-c[uarters  of  the  1940-41  marketing  year  is  expected  to  total  around 
29  to  30  million  head,  roughly  15  percent  less  than  a  j^ear  earlier.    This  num- 
ber is  slightly  larger  than  estimates  given  in  earlier  issues  of  The  Live- 
stock Situation,  and  slaughter  for  the  entire  marketing  year  probably  will 
total  45  million  head  or  more. 

Inspectpd  hog  slaughter  in  the  past  2  months,  January-February,  to- 
taled 14.5  percent  less  than  in  those  months  last  year,  and  inspected  slaugh- 
ter ir.  the  rem^ainder  of  the  marketing  year  will  -  show  a  similar  reduction  from 
a  year  earlier. 

Hog  production  in  1941 

The  outlook  for  hog  production  in  1941  has  not  changed  materially  dur- 
ing the  last  fevj  mionths.    On  the  basis  of  breeding  intentions  reported  on 
December  1,  the  number  of  sows   farrowed  this  spring  Y\rill  be  substantially 
smaller  th.-an  a  year  earlier.     The  recent  increase  in  the  hog-corn  price  ratio 
was  probably  too  late  to  affect  materially  production  plans  for  the  1941 
spring  pig  crop.     Present  indications  are  that  the  hog-corn  price  ratio  will 
continue  favorable  for  hog  production  throughout  1941.     This  will  probably  be 
reflected  in  an  increase  in  this  year's  fall  pig  crop  and  in  the  spring  crop 
of  1942.     The  increase  in  the  fall  pig  crop  v;ill  not  result  in  increased  mar- 
ket supplies  of  hogs  before  next  spring,  however. 

OUTLOOK  -  CATTLE 

BACKOROu^^D.-  From  early  1934  to  early  1938  cattle  numbers  in 
the  united  States  were  greatly  reduced,  largely  as  a  result 
of  the  severe  droughts  of  1934  and  1936.     Slaughter  of  cattle 
and  calves  was  relatively  large  during  this  period.  Since 
1938  cattle  nijmbers  have  again  increased.     As  a  result  of  the 
holding  back  of  breeding  stock  for  herd  building  purposes, 
slaughter  of  cattle  and  cal^:es  was  reduced  moderately  in  193S 
and  193 9,  but  it  increased  slightly  in  1940. 
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There  hac  been  little  cran;::e  in  the  1941  outlooic  for  cattle  durir.g 
the  past  luonth.    Follov.nn?"  is  i.  G'oiuniary  of  the  Lupoi'tant  points  in  the  cat- 
tle outlook  as  given  in  earlier  issues  of  'xhe  Livestock  Situation: 


1.  The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  in  Lhe  bliited  States  on  January  1 
was  one  of  the  larrest  cn  record  for  that  date.     In  the  Corn 
Belt  there  was  an  increase  over  a  year  earlier  of  about  11  per- 
cent., and  in  the  '.'."estern  States  the  incre^^se  ar:,oujited  to  a.bout 
10  percent.    A  large r-than-usual  proportion  of  the  cattle  shipped 
into  the  Corn  Belt  last  fall  and  early  Vvinter  were  lightv/ei.ght 
■  stocker  and  feeders.    This  and  other  inforno.tion- indicate  that 
laost  of  the  increase  in  marketings  of  grain-fed  cattle  in  1941 
over  a  year  earlier  v.'ill  occur  in  the  last  half  of  the  year. 


2.  Tot^.l  slaughter  supplies  of  cattle  and  calves  in  1911  are  ex- 
■  pectod  to  be  a  little  larger  th.-:n  in  1940.    The  increase  Ip 
expected  to  be  more  than  offset  by  stronger  consumer  demaiid 
for  meats  this  year  than  last;,  however ;,  and  cattle  prices  are 
expected  to  average  somev;hat  higher  in  1941  than  in  1*^40. 

Four  periods  of  increasing  cattle  numbers,  1996-1941 


Year 


Cattle  n'-U.-bar: 
cn  farn:s,  Jan. 


Increase  over  low  point 
in  the  cattle  cycle 


i'lumber 


p.^;rcentatre 


Thousands 


Thousands 


Percent 


:                           iP 96-1 904 

1£96 

49.205 

1C97 

•            ■  50,447 

1,2^2 

2.5 

1898 

:  52,368 

3,66.3 

7.4 

1899 

:  55,927 

6,722 

18.7 

1^)00 

:  59/739 

10,534 

21.4 

l^'Ol 

:  62,576 

13,371 

27.2 

1902 

0.'-f5»4..LO 

15,213 

30.^ 

1903 

:  06,004 

16,7^9 

,   ,    ■  34.1 

1904 

•  lf-A4^ 

17,237 

35.0 

19 12-1918 

1912 

55,67- 

1913 

56,592 

917 

1.6 

'ISU 

59,461 

3,786 

6.8 

1915  : 

63,849 

8,174 

14.7 

1916  : 

67,438 

11,763  . 

21.1 

1917  : 

70,979 

15,304 

-  27.- 

1918.        ,  : 

.  73,0/,0 

17,365 

31.2 

1928-1934 

1928  : 

57,322 

1929  .  : 

56,877 

1,555 

2.7 

1930  : 

61,009 

3,681 

6.4 

1931  : 

■  63,030 

5,708 

10.0 

1932         •  : 

65,770 

8,448 

14."  ' 

1933  : 

70,214 

12,892 

22,; 

1934, 

74,292 

16,940 

29. c 

1938-1941. 

1938 

66,083^ 

1939  : 

66,789 

706 

■  1.1 

1940  : 

68,801 

2,718 

4.1 

1941  : 

71,066 

5,583 

8.4 
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3.    The  nufnter  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  and  ranches  has  increased 
in  each  of  the  -nast  3  years,  and  interest  is  now  centered  upon 
when  and  how  lar^^e  a  peslr  in  nax^lers  v/ill  he  reached  hefore  the 
doraiward  phase  of  the  cycle  a^.a'.n  gets  undor  way^     A.s  is  shown 
in  the  r-cco-Tiii^rnyin^  tatle.   in  other  periods  of  increasing  cattle 
nujnhers  the  iipwa,rd  trend  in  the  ca,ttle  cycle  continued  for  6  or 

year?,  although  the  upswing  from  I928  to  193'-'-  probahly  was  cut 
short  hy  the  193^  drought.     Since  I93S  cattle  numbers  have  heen 
increased  hy  ahout  5»7  million  head,  and  they  are  now  only  2,6 
million  hea.d  under  the  peak  reached  in  193^*     •'■^  some  States, 
particularly  the  Corn  Belt,  cattle  nunhers  are  now  ahovo  the 
193^  level,  hut  in  the  Great  Pli,dns  area  they  are  still  suhstan- 
tia.lly  smaller  than  they  were  at  the  cnginnirg  of  193^ •    ^^"^  view 
ox  the  fact  that  cattle  prices  are  now  high  in  relation  to  prices 
of  feed  and  other  farm  products,  it  seems  prohahle  tha.t  farmers 
and  ranchers  '■-ill  continue  to  Duild  un  herds  for  2  or  3  more 
years,  and  the  193^  peak  will  he  exceeded  "before  the  downward 
trend  in  nujr.hors  gets  under  way  a 

U»    The  upvAard  trend  in  cattle  numhers  has  now  reached  the  point  at 
vrhich  the  annual  ma,rketings  of  ca.ttle  and  calves  for  slaughter 
can  incroarc  :;oderately  at  the  same  time  that  herds  are  heing 
huilt  v-i:)  further.    But  if  a  downward  trend  in  numbers  gets  under 
V/-ay  and  mo,rhetings  are  increased  by  the  liquidation  of  breeding 
stock,   total  slaughtor  of  cattle  and  calve s  is  expected  to  be 
exceptional.ly  large  for  a  fevj  years.     Should  this  situation  occur 
p=.t  a  tine  v.hcn  consumer  demand  conditions  are  much  less  fa„vorable 
than  at  present,  cattle  prices  may  faJl  to  relatively  low  levels. 

OUTLOOK  -  LAivffiS 

Bft.CKC-RQUITI).w  The  total  number  of  stock  cheep  and  lambs  on  farms 
and  ranches  ha„s  not  fluctuated  greatly  during  the  past  10  years, 
although  there  has  been  a  slight  upwa-rd  trend  since  1935*  '^'^^ 
lamb  crop  in  the  Western  Sheep  States  also  has  increased  moder- 
ately since  1935 >  "'^'^^  '^^'^  crop  in  the  Uaotive  Sheen  States  has 
changed  little  since  I93I.     The  I939  lamb  crop  totaled  32.7 
million  head  and  was  the  la.rgest  crop  in  the  I7  years  of  record. 

Barly  lamb  crop  1:  rg(;r  f r: i s  ye ar  than  last 


The  early  lajr.b  crop  is  somewhat  larger  this  year  than  last,  according 
to  information  relea.sed  recently  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service* 
Weather  conditions  this  year  ":-t:j  b:,en  ezoe;otionally  favorable  for  lajnbing 
and  death  losses  have  been  light.    Joed  suorjlics  are  ajnple  in  all  regions, 
and  early  lambs  a.re  ex])ected  to  develop  ra.pidly.    The  number  marketed  be- 
fore July  1  proba^bly  will  be  larger  this  year  tham  last. 

In  the  early  lajnbing  areas  of  the  Pacific  Coast  and  adjoining  States, 
the  season  has  b.:&n  characterized  by  abundant  to  excessive  rainfall  with 
mild  tem.peratures ,  early  growth  of  pastures  and  ranges,  and,  plentiful  sup- 
plies of  all  kinds  of  feed.    Except  in  limited  areas  of  excessive  rainfall, 
a  good  percentage  of  lambs  was  saved  and  so  far  they  have  made  ^r^t>d.  growth. 
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In  ths  eastern  early  lamhlng  States  the  weather  has  been  mild  and 
•un-usiially  dry,  with  little  green  feed  from  grain  pastures  but  -olentifiil 
supplies  of  dry  feeds.    A  larger  than  average  percentage  of  ewes  lambed 
before  March  1  and  death  losses  of  lambs  v/ero  smaller  than  they  were  last 
year  pxid.  below  average.    Weather  and  feed  conditions  were  also  favorable 
for  early  lambing  in  Corn  Belt  areas.     In  Texas  excessive  rainfall  in  Jan- 
uary and  ^ebraary  handica-oped  the  growth  of  oarly  lam.bs  somewhat  but  in- 
sured good  spring  feed. 

Conditions  in  the  iraport.ant  early  lambing  States  are  renorted  as 
follov;s: 

California;    Eainfall  was  heavy  in  California  during  the  past  v/inter, 
but  temperatures  were  mild  a.nd  supplies  of  now  f>'?ed  are  i^lentiful.     In"  som.e 
sections  excessive  rainfall  and  floods  darar^ged  feed  in  lower  areas,  and  for 
some  weoks  the  mvr  grass  has  bc.^n  ^f  only  fair  quality.    The  early  lamb  crop 
is  a  little  larger  this  year  than  last  and  on  the  whole  the  lambs  have  de- 
veloped well  to  date.    With  prospects  favorable  for  good  feed  through  the 
sprlru':  months,  a  large  part  of  the  early  Lambs  .iS'    expected  to  reach  slaughter 
condition,    A  large  proportion  of  the  early  l^mbs  already  has  been  con- 
tracted for,  but  marketings  are  expected  to  average  later  th.nn  in  cither 
1939  or  19^40 . 

Ari zona;     V/eathor  aiid  feed  conditions  dvring  the  winter  months  were 
quite  favorable  for  early  Ipmbs;  losses  were  light,  and  the  lambs  have  miade 
good  growth.    The  early  crop  is  about  as  largo  th.is  year  as  last,  but  be- 
cause of  the  later  date  of  Easter,  volume  shipments  probably  will  be  later. 

Texas:  The  number  of  early  lambs  in  Texas  is  lar.eer  this  year  than 
last  but  too  many  rainy  and  cloudy  da^-3  in  January  and  February  prevented 
the  best  development  of  the  lambs.  Few  feed  was  good  by  the  end  of  Febru- 
ary, find,  with  seasonal  spring  weather,  lambs  and  shecp  are  expected  to  do 
well.  The  number  of  both  spring  lamibs  and  grass»*fed  yearling  lam.bs  and 
wethers  riarketed  before  July  1  this  year  is  expected  to  exceed  last  year's 
nuniber. 

Southeastern  States ;     '7catht-r  conditions  ■^■ince  January  1  were  quite 
favorable  for  lambing,  with  mild  temperatures  and  little  rain  or  snow. 
Sheep  have  been  on  pastiires  most  of  the  time.    Although  green  feed,  from 
grain  pastures  has  been  short,  other  feed.s  have  been  abundant  and  oarly 
lambs  have  developed  well.     Tennessee ;     The  -.veathcr  has  been  favorable  and 
early  lar-ibs  are  reported  to  be  in  good  to  excellent  condition.  Winter 
grain  pastures  made  little  growth  but  other  food  vas  plentiful.    There  are 
more  early  lambs  this  year  as  death  losses  have  been  much  lighter.  Mar- 
ketings in  A.pril  r-md  May  are  expected  to  exceed  those  of  last  year, 
Kentucky:     The  unusually  m.iia,  dry  winter  w.as  favorable  for  lambing.  Feed 
supplies  were  -plentiftTl,  but  grain  and  other  pastures  have  been  closely 
pastured  ond  need  moisture.     Losses  have  been  light  and  lambs  are  reported 
in  good  condition.     The  number  of  early  lambs  is  about  the  same  as  the  num- 
ber last  year,     Virginia;     k  largt.r  than  usual  proportion  of  eves  lamibed 
Defore  March  1  this  year,  but  the  weather  was  favorable  for  lam.bing  rnd 
death  losses  were  small.     Grain  pastures  have  been  s'ort  but  other  feed  is 
plentiful.    Both  ewes  and  lambs  are  reported  in  good  condition. 
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Missouri  ar:d  other  Corn  Belt  States :     The  weather  since  January  1  was 
favcratle  for  the  early  la:-b  crop  in  Misc^i-ari  and  .5enera.ll;"  in  the  other 
early  lanti ng  are^-s  in  the  Corn  Belt,    Feed  ■supplies  have  "bo en  a/oundaiit  and 
relatively  cheap.     The  niimoer  of  early  la^v.s  in  Mis'^our;   is  :-;i:pectcd  to  he 
larger  this  year  c^nd  hoth  ewes  and  If.mbs  are'  reoortod  in  :p;cod  condi"cion. 

ITorthv/e stern  States:     Weather  conditions  have  hien  caite  favorable 
for  early  iajiioing  in  thr  threo  Northwestern  Stat-cis.    The  winter  wa.s  n:ild, 
with  plenty  of  aoirturc  out  no  had  storriSo     Green  feed  has  bo'jn  c-.v-'.ilac lo 
in  pastures  in  sor»c  are. is  all  winter  and  -orcspects  for  spriiis:  pastiness  and 
ranges  are  excellent  •  '  ILtxly  lambs  have' -■ac'.e  good-  orogrt-ss  with  sir.all  losses. 
Idaho:  .With  mild  ■■.eather  and  -olenty  of  feed,  the  early  Itimhing  season  has 
hoen  favorable  and  a  good  p&rcentaf'e  01  l-^Jiibs  has  been  saved.    Moisture  con- 
ditions are  favorable  for  good  early  s^bring  range  feed.    tJrshington:  7/eather 
conditions  cince  Januar:"  1  have  been  unus■■J.a^lly  favorable  for  early  lambs, 
esxjeciall;^'  in  the  v.'est'crn  Dare  of  the  Sta.te.    Lanbing  wag  somewhat  earlier 
than  usual  and  the  lacbs  have  grov/n  well,    With,  n,  favorable  spring  season 
more  lanbs  v.dll  bo  uiaricated  before  July  1  this  :/oar  than  last,  Oregon: 
Conditions  have  bo^n  exceptionally  favorable  for  the  early  la^.b  crop.  Losses 
have  been  s-^.all  aed  the  lajnbs  have  made  excellent  growth.    Marketings  of 
lairbs  ^eforj  July  1  ■n.cy  exceed  those  of  last  year. 

Total  lajcb  crop  nay  be  a  little.  lar"'-r 
■    tliis  year  tjian.  last 

If  weather  ai.ni  f.  od  conditions  continue  favorable  for  lambing  during 
the  spring,  the  tot.al  Iji-'-l  lanb  crop  is  likely  to  be  a  little  larger  than 
the.  record  crop  of  32.7  r.illion  hea.d  raised    last  yoaj:.     The  nunber  of 
.breeding  ewes  on  fa.rm.s  ard  ranches  Janua.ry  1,  iM^-^-l  is  estiir..a.tBd  to  ha-ve  been 
nearly  500,000  head  larffor  than  a  yeair  earlier.     Sheep  are  re::iorted  to  have 
wintered  well  in  tiie  Western  Sheep  States  and  are  in  better  condition  this 
spring  "than  last,     S'oring  feed  conditions  a.lso  are  gener  ally  favorable,  and 
it  seems  likely  the.t  the  nurber  of  lajnbs  saved  oer  100  ewes   =^111  be  at  least 
as  l.ai'ge  as  the  n-omber  sa.ved  last  yeatr.     The  lamb  crop  has  not  fluctuated 
greatly  d\:ring  the  past  10  yea^rs,  however,  and  the  increase  will  not  be  large 

Seasonal  increase  in  marketings  expected 

Marketings  of  sheep  and  lar.bs  for  slaughter  are  expected  to  increase 
seasona.lly  during  the  next  month  or  so,  and  supplies  m.ay  be  .a  little  larger 
than,  a  ye a.r ,  earlier .  The  n"jribor  of  fed-la.mbg  rer.ia.ining  in  the  Colora.do  and 
western  Nebraska  feeding  a-r^as  cn  ICarch  1  was  snallcr  than,  a  year  earlier, 
but  the  supnly  of  fed  lajnbs  re- ai:.i..  ;  for  r..arket  in  a.ll  area.s  probatbly  was 
at  least  as  large  as  on  that  .lat.,-,!  1.:...  t  y-.ar.  Marketings  of  grass  fat  year- 
lings from.  Tex-as  are  exrjocted  to  bo  l^-rg'^-r  this  year  than  last. 

Lamb  price s  nciy  a^vcrage  a  little 
higher  this  year  than  last 

AlthoVigh  slaughter  supplies  of  shee-n  and  lambs  may  be  a  little  larger 
in  I9U1  thazi  in  10*^0,  lamb  prices  will  be  supported  by  stronger  consumer 
demand  for  m.eats  arid  higher  prices  for  wool  than  a  year  ea,rlier. 
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TIJS  7CCL  SITUATICIT  1/ 

Interest  in  the  domes-tic  wool  market  has  shifted  to  the  Western 
States  where  contracting  of  the  19-+1  clip  has  begun  in  volume.    Prices  of 
new  clip  wool  are  considerahly  higher  than  in  the  early  months  of  the  19^0 
wool  marketing  season.    With  domestic  demand  and  supply  conditions  favorable 
for  the  marketing  of  the  new  clip,  farmers  probn.hl;''  vYill  receive  a  larger 
income  from  wool  this  year  than  last.     The  19^0  farm  income  from  shorn 
wool  w-'^s  about  J)0  percent  greater  than  in  1939;  i't  was  larger  than  in  most 
recent  years. 

Mill  consum.ption  of  apparel  wool  in  January,  though  slightly  smaller 
than  the  record  consumption  in  December,  v/as  the  largest  January  consump- 
tion on  record.    Army  orders  now  held  by  mills  call  for  the  delivery  of 
large  quantities  of  wool  cloth  in  the  first  half  of  19^1  >  recent  pro- 

posals for  bids  indicate  that  mill  consumption  for  m.ilitary  uses  will  be 
large  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  also.    With  further  increases  in 
consum.er  incom.cs  and  retail  sales  also  in  prospect  total  consumption  in 
19^1  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  in  IQ^-O. 

Imports  of  apparel  wool  in  recent  months  have  been  larger  th.'.n  at 
ciiiy  time  since  1^2^,,    Put  mill  consunirtion  also  has  been  large  and  the 
carry-over  of  wool  In  this  country  into  the  I9U1  sea.son,  which  begins 
about  A.pril  1,  probably  will  be  relatively  small. 

Total  surplies  of  wool  in  foreign  Ciuntrios  available  for  shipment 
to  the  United  States  are  still  relatively  large.     Since  last  May,  ship- 
ments of  wool  to  continental  European  countries  have  been  largely  cut  off 
by  the  British  blockade,  leaving  the  United  States,  G-rea,t  Britain,  and 
Japan  as  the  only  im-oortant  markets  for  expori;?  from  the  Southern  Hemis- 
phere.   More  than  ?0  percent  of  the  shipments  from,  /trgentina  and  Uruguay 
in  the  first  h  months  (October-January)  of  the  current  season  were  to  the 
United  States,     The  availability  of  this  v/ool  to  the  United  States,  of 
course,  is  dependent  upon  the  maintenance  of  adcuuate  shipriing  facilities. 

Production  of  wool  in  the  five  orinci-oal  Tiroducing  countries  of  the 
Southern  Hemisphere  in  the  19^0-^1  season,  totaling  2,10U  r.illion  poiinds, 
is  estimated  to  be  about  h  percent  sm.aller  than  in  the  nrevious  season, 
but  about  h  percent  larger  than  the  average  for  the  R  years  193^"3^» 
19^0  production  of  v/ool  in  the  United  States,  both  shorn  and  rulled,  totaled 
^^9 »  f'''>3 pounds  and  was  the  largest  on  record. 


l/^Yom  the  March  Tgln  issue  of  The  Demand  and  Price  Situation.    For  de- 
tailed information  coT,ies  of  The  \7col  Situation  may  be  obtained  upon  re- 
quest to  the  Division  of  "Ki^onomic  T n I'oi-inati on,  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Sconomics,  Washington,  D.  C.  '  ' 
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Item 


Supplies  cf  hogs  ard  hog  products,  spec'^fiod  poriodis 

19  40         :  :  Ont , -'Se;?^t  s 

:./V"'e.rc  r:-e  :  ; 
'■f^^-  :  IL28-  29:  19?S'-:  li  39- 
.     to       :     o9     :  40 


Unit 


Hog  slaughter  under  : 
Federal  inspeorion: :  Thou- 
?To.  slaughtered  l/:  sanda 
Live  Tweight :  : 
Average  ,» :    Lo , 
.  Total  9  • . . « .  .  0 , . .  :IIil„ lb, 
Total  dressed  vt,   :  "  " 
Yield  of  lard  por  : 
100  Ih.  livo  T.t  .  : 
of  hq^s       .  ,  o  ^  . .  , :  L'^, 
F!r o  du  ct  i  on  of  1  a:- d :  I.'i  1 ,  lb  , 
Exports:  3/  : 

Lard  •••■•»»'3*Kn««:   ''  '' 

Imports  of  pprL:  Z/  .a  "  " 
pro  port  i  or  oj 


i  >v.  "'A  3 


in  inspected  : 
slaughter  5^^  Fc  t « 

Compiled  from  repoi~fcs'  c"  Agr 


Oct ,~ Jan. 


:lD32-53: 

;  5  J  55  6 

6,065 

4,517 

46,565 

39,720 

47,651 

18,574 

20,432 

:     2  33 
:1,24c; 
:  939 

228 
1,380 
1,021 

2  3v5 
1,062 
739 

231 
10,723 
S,069 

234 
9,311 
6,975 

234 
11,142 
8,303 

230 
4,280 
3,200 

228 
4,658 
3,456 

:  14„3 

,  I/O 

13,2 

1  c  f>  2 

15,2 

2/12.8 

"i  TOT 

J. ,  18  / 

2  A  3, 2 

13.4 

c  r?"  o 

578 

12,5 

bbl 

29 
28 
1 

5 
12 
i 

o 

C 

14 

-I 
J. 

Oil 

.L  1 

G57 
6 

12b 
270 
50 

115 
232 
7 

60 
92 
3 

12 
46 
2 

__45^5_ 

^6,8 

47,3 

O  .'-  9  w 

49.3 

50,0 

46  el 

48,4 

Cultural  'Jr'\  1: 
.    2/'  h'e/lse 

t  i  nc 
d  fi[_i. 

Service, 
.res  based 

ezce.  t 
or  tiie 

aiaonnt 

fle^d. 
of  lard 

X          eu       xwueraixy  inspec-cea  piajrcc  as  reportoa  by  "tne  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 

V    United  States  Departr;ent  '  of  Conmerce,  Pork  includes  bacon,  hems,  and  shoulders, 

and  fresh,  canned  and  pickled  pork.    Lard  includes  neutral  lavd.    4/'    Less  than 
500,000  pounds,  _5/    Includes  gilts. 

Pi'icos  of  hogs  and  hog  products,  specified  periods 


:  19 

41  ""1 

"  Cc't.-Sep"- 

1- 

:     Oct. -Feb, 

Item 

r  unit 

I  Feb. 
;  1940 

•  Jan, 

:         : Aver age 
:  .^,^.,:1928-29 
:         :  to 

:1938- 
:  39 

:1959" 
:  40 

1939- 
•  40 

:1940- 
:  41 

1932-33 

Av,  price,  all  pui-chasas 

:Dol.pc:;r 

100  lb. 
ii  ri 

:  4.95 

7.53 
7,^0 

7.50 
7.71 

1/ 
6.99 

5,05 

5,54 

5.56 

6.62 
6.81 

7,00 

5,69 

5.73 

Av,  price  of  barrows  and 

gilts,  Chicago  ,  

United  States  average  price 

ri  t! 

7.81 

7,73 

V 

7.23 

5,86 

5,82 

6.89 

: received  by  farmers   

Av.  price  of  No,  3  Yelloi-  : 

Ct.  per 

4.97 

7  ■. 

7,19 

€  ,48 

6.70 

5  ,44 

5,51 

6,30 

corn,  Chicago  , , . .  : 

bu . 

58 

64 

62 

S2 

49 

60 

54 

63 

Hog-corn  price  ratio:  : 

Chicago  2/  : 

,  Bu.  : 

8,9 

12,1 

12,4 

11,6 

14  .4 

9,6 

10,7 

10,8 

K.  Central  States   

Proportion  of  packing  sows  : 

9.9 

14  ,4 

14.1 

12,9 

16,6 

10,6 

12,1 

12.1 

in  total  packer  L  siiipper  : 

pur  chases,  7  mar V..  e  t  s  3/  , .  : 

Pet .  : 

5.0 

6.0 

5.0 

1/ 

13,0 

12,0 

7,0 

7.0 

Av,  ¥;eight  at  7  markets'  ,.,: 

Lb.  : 

243 

240 

246 

1/ 

247 

244 

238 

235 

uuiupaxea  irom^  reports  or  Agricultural  Marketing  Service, 

1/  Not  available,  Z/  Nuraber  of  bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds- 
of  live  hogs,     5/    Monthly  figures  com.puted  from  weekly  averages. 
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Slaughter  and  market  supplies  of  cattle  and- calves ,  -speci-fied"peri6ds 
~  ~~  .  '   "T"         Year  - 


Item 


Unit.'    :Avera{;e : 
.  •  : 19 24 -33: 


1940  *" 


TIWO- 


Ilonth  . 


o  an.,  i.  Hfe"b . :  Dec  .  i  Jan.  :  Feb , 


Thou- 
sands 

!I 

II  ' 
II 


Slaughter  under  Federal  -in- 
spection : 

Number  slaughtered: 

Cattle  1/  :  sands   :      8,050    9,756    827    715      858      891  717 

Calves  ,  "   r    .sv   :4.019    5.359    416    378-    •437-     411  384 

•  Cows  'arid  heifers  '2/  .,„i.: 

Steers  _2/   .7  : 

Average  live  xrei^.ht:  : 

Cattle  ..«  :  Pounds 

Calves  •  :  " 

Total  dressed  Vv^eight :  : 

Cattle  

Calves  .e  

Inspected  shipments:  1/' 

Feeder  cattle  and  calves  j 
Imports :  ■,     ,  '  ■  ■ 

Cattle -3/"  ................ 

Canned  "Beef  4/  4,  J ,  .^c, '.ril -,1b,  :5/  _  

Compiled  from  foi^orts..  of  Agrlcu-ltural  l^arke ting  Service,  except  as  specified. 
1/  Bureau  of  Ainnal  Industr.j''*  ■  :;2/,Alsa  included  in  cattle  slau^-^hter,     3/  United 
States  Department  of  Coni:TBr :'.o.»  "General  imports  prior  to'  1934  j  begin::ing  January  1, 
1934,  imports  for  consumption,,   '.C./'. United  States  Department -of  Comrerce.  Imports 
for  cons.umption,  .  5/  Figures  ■in'cTude'  .'^other  c armed  meats"  p;"ior  to  1929, 

Price  per  100  pounds  of  cattle  a-:id  calves,  February  1941,  v.itl:  comparisons 


I'ilolb, 
II  II 

Thou- 
sands 

ti 


8,850 

9,756 

827 

715 

858 

891 

4,019 

5,359 

416 

378- 

•  437- 

■411 

4,181 

4,481 

571 

306 

459 

445 

4,340 

4,836 

428 

383 

•  •370- 

413 

10  0 

J. 

C7UX 

176 

191 

193 

130 

197 

191 

4,532 

4,971 

4.31 ' 

377 

425 

453 

487 

568 

44- 

3€ 

46' 

44 

2,894 

3,162 

148 

118  ' 

•  212 

195 

253 

644 

.  ■70- 

39 

40 

78 

35 

61 

8 

6 

4 

5 

i   ■ 

:  Feb.  : 

Feb. 

1939 

Feb,  ; 

Dec  . 

.1940 

:  1941 

Item 

: average : 
: 1924-35  J 

\    Jan.  [ 

Feb. 

Beef  steers  sold  oui;  of  first 

:Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

hands  at  Chicaj^o: 

♦  * 

Choice  and  li'ime  '  •  

..:  11.50 

11.98 

10.89 

13.92 

14.19 

13.56 

10.23 

S  #5  5 

11.86 

12.21 

11,64,  .■ 

8  ..94 

8.36 

9.62 

10.13 

9.90:  ■ 

8.09 

7.30 

7.83 

8.34 

8.45 

10,17 

9.08 

11.85 

11.90 

11,27 

Cows,  Chicago 
Good 


6 .5a. 

;4:iM- 


Low  Cutter"  and  C-uttcn- 
Veal  er  s ,  Chi c ag  o :  :        .  -,.  :■, , 

Good  and  Choice  :  11,30 

Stocker  and  feeder  stoers,.  .  ■'■  ■- 

Kansas  City:  .  ■.>!■'.■..' fvv; 

Average  price  all  \7elf:ht-s  :4/^" ■8,1,0 

Average  price  paid  by  pacl:ers  ;  -'  ::""  ;  •■•;•',: 

All  cattle  . ,  .V  ■  -'7 ; 39 

Steers   ,«....,.  ..,,,:  5/ 

Calves   ,  ,  :  9T35 


7.00 
4.94  3/ 


6 '.6  6 
4. 65 


l-^.Sl  10,66 


•  7.25  7.90  8.12 
5/  4.84  V  ^'^^  5,40 

10.56      12.23  12.56 


8,79  " 

:  8.12 

8.76  , 

/ 

10.16 

10.00 

7.87 
9.47 
9.24 

7,46 
8.76 

7.97 

■•  a  0.4  5 
8.09 

8.57 
10,64 
9.62 

Compiled  from  reports  of  Agricultural  liarketing"  Servic'e...  ■ 

1/    Good  and  Choice,  1924-2'7-,  Canner  and  Cutter,  1924Wune  1926.  Average 

of  cutter  and  Common,  and  Ca:iner.    4/   Average  1925-53,    5/    Hot  available. 
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Supplies  of  sheep  and  lambs,  specified  periods 


Item 


Slaughter  under 
Federal  inspection 
Sheep  and  lambs : 
Number  slaughter- 
ed 1/  

Average  live 

weight  • . .  •  

Average  dressed 

weight  •  •  *  

Total  dressed 

v/eight  

Lambs  and  yearlings  : 
Number  slaughtered 
Percentage  of  total 
sheop  and  lambs 


Year 


Month 


1/    Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 


:  Av. 

:Av.  1924-33 

:        1940  : 

1940-41 

:  Unit 

:  1924- 
:  33 

:  1940 
L_  

Jan. 

!  

Feb. 

Feb.'^ 

JJ0C  # 

J  3.11  •     Feb  • 

:T  hou- 

 :  

-  -I--- 

■ .-: — : — " 

rs  ands 

14,737 

17,351 

1,219 

1,086 

1,598 

1,313 

1,416 

1,625  1,391 

T  Lb. 

81 

86 

86 

88 

90 

92 

90 

93 

II 

:  ov 

40 

41 

42 

43 

A  9 

'±0 

:  nil.: 

•  lb.  : 

569 

702 

49 

44 

67 

56 

59 

70 

:Thou-: 

:  sands 

13,678 

15,253 

1,134 

1,017 

1,517 

1,242 

1,336 

1,537 

:  Pet. ! 

92.8 

93.7 

93.0 

93.6 

94.9 

94.6 

94.4 

94.6 

of  Agricultural  Marketing 

Service,  except  as 

specified. 

Prices  per  100  pounds  of  sheep  and  lambs,  by  months, 
December -February  1938-39  to  1940-41 


Item 


Slaughter  lambs : 
Chicago- 
Good  and  choice  l/ 
Slaughter  evres : 
Chicago- 
Common  8ind  m.ediun  . 
Feeding  lambs,  Omaha: 
Good  and  choice  .... 
Average  price  paid 
by  packers : 
Sheep  and  lambs  .... 
Average  price  re- 
ceived by  farm_ers  : 

Sheep  

Lambs   


1938-39 


1939-40 


1940-41 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Dol,  Dol. 


Feb. 


Dec 


Dol. 


9,02    8.92      8,88  8.87 


2.91  2.97 
8.07  8.23 


3.40 
8.?4 


2.91 
8.15 


Jan.^ 
"Dol. 

9,09 

3.14 
8.48 


9.43     10.28  10,69 


Feb.;  Dec.  ;  Jan.  5_Feb._ 
■"ToU     YJoT.      DoT^  Do'iV 

9.44 

3.51 
8.38 


3.30 
8.57 


4.25 
9.28 


4.78 
9,70 


3,31    8,46      8,54      8.30  8.60 


8.63  9,54 


3.69  3.83 
7.08  7.33 


4.02 
7.37 


3.79 
7.38 


3.86 
7,-57 


3.93 
7. '61 


3.99 
7.88 


4.35 
8,34 


4.58 
8.60 


Compiled  from  reports  of  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 
1/    Lots  averaging  within  top  half  of  good  grade. 

Index  numbers  of  income  of  industrial  -workers,  and  cash 
income  from  meat  animals,  specified  periods 


Item 


Calendar  year 


1940 


1938 


1939 


1940 


Jan. 


Dec . 


Jan. 

1941 


Income  of  industrial  workers  : 

(1924-29  =  100)  73 

Cash  farm  income  from  meat  animals  : 

(1924-29  =  100)   :  78 


1/    Preliminary,     2/  Revised* 


83    1/    94  93  107        l/  109 

81    1/    86     2/  84    2/    96        l/  100 
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United  States 

Cattle,  b;^  classes:    .jistiini^ted  mirnbe'^  on  farms,  January  1,  1920-41 


For  milk 


Cov:s  and 
heifers 
2  vears 
old  ar^A-y^'-''^ 
over 


HenJers 
1  to  2 


old 


Thou- 

sand's 

1920 

.  21 

,455 

1921 

.  21 

,456 

1922 

:  21 

,351 

1923 

22 

,136 

1924 

22j 

331 

1925 

22; 

575 

1926 

22 

,410 

1927  . 

22^ 

,251 

1928  : 

22 

,231 

1929 

22; 

iU-.O 

1930  : 

23. 

,032 

1931 

23 

820 

1932 

24, 

,296 

1933 

25 

936 

1934 

26 

931 

1935 

26' 

,0.9 

1936 

25  J 

,439 

1937  ■ 

24, 

0Q3 

1938  : 

24. 

'^34 

1939 

25. 

0G8 

1940 

25; 

397 

1941  . 

25. 

,917 

Tnou- 
sands 

4,416 
4,lo6 
3,973 
4,159 
4,154 
4,177 
4,111 
4,liO 
4,197 
4,/o0 

4,850 
4,961 
5,019 
5,249 
5,381 
4,^^89 
4,789 
4,957 
4,874 
5,125 


Kot  for  milk 


4,380 
4,174 
4,367 
4,358 
4,390 
4,306 
4,335 
4,^.39 

5,0.12 


5,19 
5,1 
5,U- 
5,672 

5,674 

5;  257 
5,439 
5,3^^5 
5,387 
5,684 


30 
29 
30 
30 
30 
31 
30 
30 
31 
31 

33 
33 
:>'; 
36 
37 
36 
35 
35 
35 
35 


■,434  5,783  36 
>.545    5,929  37 


251 
796 
191 
655 

058 
856 
200 
090 
902 

080 

968 

2'57 
<?8& 
315 
667 
255 
005 

897 


CoY.s  .and : 
heifers : 
2  years: 
old  and 
over 
Thou- 
sands 


12,^ 
12,292 
12,182 

11,974 
11,926 
11,204 
10.294 
9,439 
8 . 926 
8,997 

9,1"  8 
9,817 
10,423 
11,330 
12,621 
10,924 
10,977 
10,273 
10,2-93 
10,115 


614  10,713  3 
391    11,249  3 


9^7 
391 
810 
727 
653 
208 
382 
655 
569 
704 

808 
016 
118 
406 

6/,0 
330 
466 
306 
285 
204 


12,025 
11,697 
11,964 
10,929 
9,760 
9,225 

7,792 

7,893 
8,224 

8,873 
8,909 
9,725 
11,209 
12,201 
10,Q^0 
10, A 97 
10,439 
10,  K)  5 
10,698 


422  11,060 
830  11,532 


10 
9 

9 
8 
8 
7 

6 
5 


027 

466 
088 
717 
253 
197 
736 

093 
457 
623 

597 

798 
562 
758 
064 
304 
678 
304 
65  ' 
278 

366 
983 


3  1 


585 
572 
560 
544 
529 
481 
420 
399 
387 
427 

467 
522 
579 
654 
750 
6  5  6 
6a4 
626 
609 
5  97 

626 
681 


A,Tricultu:-al  aarketln/-;  Service. 
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